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Mission Statement 
 
We are a community of Episcopalians gathered by Christ, serving and supporting one another and those in need. 
Our historic church is a living beacon calling all for worship, fellowship, and growth in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Front Cover Photo: a digital artistic version of our life in 2020, by Cassandra Dias 
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Finance  and Administra t ion  Commiss ion  
 
2020 Results 
The detailed 2020 financial report is available on the church website and in the church office. 
 
The 2020 budget did not anticipate the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic. The pandemic changed the church’s 
life. Parishioners could not attend services, meet in person or hold many of our beloved functions. 
 
As a result of all of the above, revenue from pledges and plate were down $35,000 from the amount projected in the 
budget. Trinity qualified for the Paycheck Protection Plan (PPP) which resulted in a loan of $39,000. During the 
course of 2020 the loan was forgiven which enabled the church to reduce the endowment draw by $41.000. 
 
Donations received exceeded the budget by $5,000. Revenue was down $13,200 due to the cancellation of the 
Strawberry Festival and guided tours. An additional loss of $23,000 incurred due to the cancellation or 
postponement of weddings. These changes accounted for a $40,600 revenue drop to the 2020 budget. 
 
When it became clear that Covid was going to last for some time, the Vestry began to take actions to reduce 
spending — payroll expenses were cut by $20,000, $8,000 was saved by curtailing the music program and there was 
a $5,000 reduction in the Ministry programs. Building and grounds was reduced by $10,300 by closing the storage 
unit and reduced spending on maintenance and repairs. All the changes resulted in a reduction of $54,620. 
 
The 2020 budget called for a loss of $8,000, however due to the belt tightening we ended the year with a surplus of 
$5.600. This was accomplished under very trying times because of the efforts of the Parish. Father Tim and the 
Vestry. 
 
Thanks are owed to the Audit team of Norris Commodore, Jodi Rodrigues and Phil Wilson for their completing the 
annual audit for submission to the Diocese of Rhode Island. Thanks also go to Brian O’Malley for his dedication. to 
serving as the financial manager of the 
church. 
 
2021 Budget 
A deficit of $6,300 is anticipated for 2021. If the pandemic is curtailed and the church can get back to its new 
normal there will be opportunities to eliminate the loss during course of the year. 
 
A $13,000 increase in total revenue is projected as a result of wedding bookings. The endowment draw is budgeted 
at 6% of funds available to support the ongoing operations of the church. The endowment is under professional 
investment management by Slocum, Gordon. See their report for further details regarding the endowment. 
 
Payroll expenses increased due to the hiring of a full time rector and the addition of a Music Director who will 
come on board the last six months of 2021. Buildings and grounds are hundreds of years old and maintenance is 
expensive which remains an issue for the church. 
Trinity is still experiencing water issues in Honyman Hall and the building needs painting and other repairs. There is 
money in the 2021 budget for some maintenance but not for painting.  The Junior Warden continues to work on a 
lone term clan to address deferred maintenance needs. 
 
Fred Green, Treasurer 
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Parish Leadership  
 

Senior Warden’s Report 
 
In last year’s report, I spoke of how 2018 came in like a lion and never became a lamb in 2019.  As things turned 
out, it appears that very stubborn lion decided to remain with us and 2020 had its own share of unique and 
unprecedented challenges to say the least.  Despite all of these challenges, however, we faced them down together 
and began 2020 with love, hope, and optimism reflecting the strong foundation this community of faith was built 
on many years ago.  A foundation that would prove its strength and carry us through an ongoing global pandemic 
that continues to have its fair share of too many ups and downs. Yet as I believe is always the case with God, there 
was good, there was love and there was an abundant commitment to carry on.  We did so by trusting in God and 
calling our new Rector, The Rev. Canon Timothy Watt to become the 31st Rector of Trinity Church.  Indeed, it was 
this enduring faith, love, and dedication that saw us through it all and leads us here today to a positive position filled 
with hope and promise for the future. 
 
Trinity continued to stay together in 2020 due to the extraordinary faith, generosity and patience of our entire 
parish.  By way of example, throughout our entire interim period and 2020 we were forced to change the way we 
worship and enjoy fellowship with one another via online services.  We enjoyed a tiny glimpse of being together 
again this summer with in-person service and small Koinonia’s to meet and celebrate with our new Rector.  We 
have read together thanks to Anne Glenn to discuss some wonderful books and enjoy lively discussions with 
laughter despite being physically separated from each other.  The Pumpkin Patch was a little bit different, but it still 
brought our campus to life in October thanks to Diane Myers and Debby Lengyel, along with so many other parish 
members.  Sunday School hosted an outdoor socially distanced “get to know Rev. Canon Watt” event that allowed 
the kids to learn and then ask some very interesting questions ultimately revealing that Fr. Tim is a huge Star Wars 
fan!  If there ever was a time when a warm plate of food could provide comfort, hope and love it was 2020 and I 
am so proud to say that our Community Meal team not only continued to serve their regularly scheduled meals they 
also stepped in and covered when other local organizations needed help.  This ministry provided these meals and 
much needed masks and showed us the true meaning of the words we hear each week “Walk in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave himself for us…” Masks that were hand-sewn by our own parish members were provided to 
those in need.  TLC has continued to lead and care for our parish in every way possible while keeping safety and 
health concerns paramount. 
 
Under the exceptional leadership of Elaine Burress and our new Rector Fr. Tim, the Capital Campaign continued 
throughout this year with great energy and amazing success.  The campaign has been truly blessed with new 
volunteers that have been very busy.  They have raised an incredible amount towards our new building and even 
received a matching donation.  I think 2021 holds so much promise and will hopefully be the year when we move 
forward in this endeavor and start building on multiple levels towards creating new ministries and growth in our 
beautiful parish.  I don’t know about you but I have grown tired of the slab and am eager to see our new building 
rise up in celebration of this great accomplishment! 
 
There are so many wonderful people and blessings to be thankful for this year.  Bishop Jelinek continued with his 
duties and saw us through the first half of the year and the end of our interim period which also coincided with the 
onset of the ongoing COVID-19 global pandemic.  Cassandra and Brian had to quickly adapt to working remotely 
and being more creative and patient while striving with everyone to learn together how to adjust to new ways of 
moving forward.  Our Junior Warden, Wayne Porter, who has continued to do what many Rhode Islander’s believe 
is impossible and cross over bridges on a regular basis to care for the daily (and sometimes hourly) needs of our 
parish.  In this regard, Wayne had to overcome many obstacles including a frozen HVAC system, an ongoing water 
issue in the basement of Honyman Hall, new cleaning guidelines and regiments, a sprinkler system among many 
other things.  Fred, our Treasurer, led the finance committee to keep us as much on budget as possible and made 
sure we could manage to complete the necessary maintenance, repairs and the overall IT upgrades needed to allow 
us to live stream Sunday service.  The Vestry worked very hard and stepped up to every challenge, and focused on 
keeping our parish going through unchartered territory.  You showed tremendous grace and steady leadership 
throughout the interim period and called our new Rector to lead us.           (cont.) 
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You are the Vestry that has supported our ministries, encouraged them by your participation, leadership and a 
vision that places us all in a solid position so that Trinity’s future will be just as great as its historic past.  To these 
individuals and so many others that have been the light that helped guide us through this strange and sometimes 
dark year, thank you! 
 
In speaking of others, if these were normal times, I would ask us as a parish to give a very big hand of applause to 
our incredible members of the search committees.  You are one of very few search committees that can say, we 
virtually called our new Rector.  Thank you for staying the course, working so hard, keeping the Vestry apprised of 
all that was taking place and for helping to select our new Rector. 
 
To our new Rector, The Reverend Canon Timothy Watt, thank you for taking this call, for allowing the Holy Spirit 
to guide you here.  Thank you for working so hard to keep us moving forward and focused on God’s word.  You 
hit the ground running and have been working hard since day one.  Upon arrival you have taken on the very real 
challenge of bringing us into the technological world by upgrading our video system and providing us with live 
Sunday services.  By way of example, you have jumped in without hesitation to help Trinity Serves, started bible 
studies, held a lay ministry class for morning prayer, overseen and participated in Sunday school events and a 
Christmas Pageant, attended Koinonia’s, presided over weddings, helped Geer and the Stewardship committee with 
a successful Stewardship season, hosted Sunday service both online and in person, helped with TLC, rejoiced when 
you learned that you could return to meeting in-person for pastoral needs, worked tirelessly with Wayne to ensure 
our building and campus are well maintained and the list goes on.  Your parish thanks you for your love, dedication, 
commitment and vision for a growing spiritual community in Christ.  We look forward to many, many years of 
worship and fellowship together.  It is also very important to recognize and thank your beautiful wife, Rev. Tanya 
Watt for also taking this call with you.  Trinity Church is blessed and truly thankful to have you here and we are 
excited to celebrate our new Rector! 
 
In my 2019 report, I used the following quote by the great Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: “If you can’t fly then run, if 
you can’t run then walk, if you can’t walk then crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep moving forward.”  I am 
extremely grateful to know that we kept moving forward and that we allowed God to work through us for the good 
of our parish.  I therefore end my 2020 report with Romans 8:28: “And we Know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” 
 
Prayers and Gratitude,  
Tatiana Schweibenz, Senior Warden 
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Rector’s Report 

From Psalm 111  
Confitebor tibi  

 

Hallelujah!  

I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, *  
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

2020 was planned to be a momentous year for Trinity Church, Newport. The Capital Campaign was gearing back 
up, the work of the Rector’s Search Committee was in full motion, Trinity was being steered under the steady hand 
of Bishop Jelinek and great things were being dreamed.  
Ministry leaders’ plans for Community Meals, the Strawberry Festival, children’s ministries, Adult Faith 
Development, The Pumpkin Patch, and greeting thousands of tourists into our beloved church were all set. And 
then in January of 2020 the world first began to hear troubling reports out of Wuhan, China, that a deadly Corona 
Virus variant had been identified.  
  
I began my conversations with the Search Committee in February. Having reached the list of finalists, we booked 
my flight to come to Newport for my in-person visit. The day I was to fly here, I received a call from John Smith an 
hour before I was to leave for the airport… informing me that the State of Rhode Island was going into the first 
COVID Lockdown. I would not be flying out to meet with the committee after all. It was March 18, 2020. Our 
strange Babylonian Exile from our church and Honyman Hall had begun. And the world would never be the same 
for any of us again.  
  
The world seemed to collapse in on itself. We were told we had to stay home. In panic some began to hoard and 
deny equitable distribution for all. Restaurants and shops closed, some forever. One could no longer visit 
parishioners or loved ones in the hospitals and continuing care centers. And for the first time since the Spanish 
Influenza pandemic over 100 years before, in-person worship at Trinity was cancelled.   
  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
  

Trinity Rises to the Moment  
  
The members of Trinity have held the faith in this moment. Together we have risen to the challenge and actively 
engaged in ministry through new ways to worship together, be with one another, and serve:  
  
  
Trinity Has Responded in Worship  
  
In the initial moments of the pandemic and the first closure of in-person worship, members of Trinity were 
encouraged to join in online worship with our extended sisters and brothers through the online services live-
streamed from the National Cathedral in Washington, DC. In order to maintain some level of local engagement, the 
interim rector, Bishop Jim Jelinek, and the then-Associate Rector, The Rev. Alan Neil, provided video homilies for 
the lessons.  
  
When I arrived, I immediately worked on completing the modernization of our internet gateway: The installation of 
up-to-date WIFI routers in Honyman Hall and the church building. This was a significant project needed to be able 
to stream liturgies and classes from our historical church and Honyman Hall out to the members of the parish and 
the wider world.  
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Beginning with a simple rig using my iPhone and a shotgun microphone, Trinity began live-streamed services on 
July 12, 2020. At that time, we were also able to begin limited-capacity in-person worship. Despite a return to in-
person worship, I was concerned that those who did not feel safe to attend be able to experience the service along 
with their sisters and brothers in the parish church.   
  
Through the generosity of several members, along with gifts from the Altar Society and Silver Tea committee, we 
were able to raise $8,000 to improve live streaming. I was able to purchase and install equipment capable of taking a 
feed from our sound system for the basic live-streaming set up. Sadly, this work was completed just in the nick of 
time, when we once again had to discontinue in-person worship as the virus began to spike going into the Holidays 
in October. Our online offerings continue to draw a viewership that far exceeded our expectations from the 
beginning. One great note is that views of our Christmas Eve service reached 1,225 people, roughly 3 times the 
number that could have come to a live-only service in the parish church. An old parish has learned something very 
new, and live-streaming will continue to be an important aspect for every liturgy at Trinity going forward, even once 
we can meet again in person and without conditions.  
  
We continue to monitor the activity of the virus, and are pleased to see numbers dropping into a manageable area. I 
am hopeful that recently identified mutated variants do not negatively impact the progress we have made in the 
community. All things being equal and the decreasing numbers continue to trend downward, I hope to be back to 
limited in-person worship this lent and that this Easter we will have a truly joyous celebration of resurrection and 
renewal. I will keep you informed through Rector’s notes in our weekly emails.  
  
 
Trinity Has Responded in Fellowship  
  
Despite the several obstacles that the pandemic put in our way, I was warmly welcomed in a series of Koinonia 
events where we were able to enjoy one another’s company along with excellent food. Fellowship at table is a 
critical part of the Christian life, both in terms of Eucharist and agape meals like Koinonias. As spring arrives and 
herd immunity builds through vaccination, I look forward to pursuing a new round of Koinonias as we learn to be 
public in out fellowship once more. We need to be with one another… as human beings and as Christians. It is 
what we are made for.  
  
Since November 29th, as many as 20 Trinitarians have joined me as we read through the bible over the course of 
this liturgical year. We are using a chronological process that lays out the events in scripture in the order in which 
they occurred in the narrative history of our salvation. A firm scriptural foundation is important for the parish and 
every Christian.  
  
Our lay-led fellowship Men’s Bible Study under the guidance of John Gilmartin has been a tremendous joy to join. I 
encourage all men in the parish to seriously consider joining us at 7:30am each Wednesday. The insights shared by 
the participants are deep and wide. It is a joy to find such a healthy group already long at work and play with one 
another. Thanks to Zoom it is now really easy to join, no need to get up early and drive to Honyman to join!  
  
The long-running book club under the guidance of Anne Glenn and Rob Walker continues to be a strong point of 
fellowship at a time when it is so hard to do. It is a testament to them and the community that this fellowship has 
thrived through the use of Zoom. It is easy to see that we should maintain utilizing these tools once we return to in-
person meetings as a possibility. Hybrid offerings will be the rule, I believe.  
  
I am grateful to the Myers and the Burresses for their quiet work in sustaining the small community of our choir. As 
a former chorister and avid choral fan, I am all too aware of the unique grief of being unable to experience the joy 
of making something beautiful together in song. I am likewise very aware of how much I miss music in the liturgy. 
And I long for the day when we shall lift every voice and sing. In the meantime, thank you for your unsung 
commitment to one another in fellowship. I have seen it and I am grateful.  
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Trinity Has Continued to Serve  
  
Even as our exile caused us to find new ways to worship and to be in fellowship with one another, we continued 
important outreach ministries as pandemic guidelines allowed. The Community Meal continues to be our most 
important and dedicated outreach ministry. Despite the change in conditions and the methods of delivery, D’Arcy 
Carr and the fabulous team of Trinitarians continued to serve those in our community with food instability month 
after month. Never was it more important and never has it been done with more grace and ingenuity. I give thanks 
to God for servants such as these.  
  
Despite the prevailing headwinds of COVID guideline requirements and a late shipment, the Pumpkin Patch was a 
tremendous success. It was absolutely fabulous to see Diane Meyers and her crew, especially Deb Lengyel and Ellen 
Patterson, put it all together. We were able to support our community partners out of the proceeds in a time when 
they were desperately needed and when other fundraising events were curtailed, we succeeded. Perhaps the thing 
that made me most proud were the repeated thanksgivings people shared over having an anticipated annual event 
actually happen… and how hopeful it made them feel for a return to stability. Thanks to all involved!  
  
Unknown to most at the time, we were able this year to extend an additional gift of $1,500 to the MLK Center 
thanks to your generosity in pledging and giving. In a year of struggles they were very thankful. I am also very much 
aware of how many of our members volunteer at MLK and other local organizations. Thank you for living out the 
faith and caring for others as Jesus has commanded us. Well done good and faithful servants!  
  
As I have said since arriving, we need our new building in order to have space necessary for expanding all these 
ministries and I am pleased at the great progress we have made this year towards that goal. That building is about 
service and so many of you renewed and extended your commitments to it this year. Thank you for such grace and 
faith. Doing ministry is what the Church is for. We had great obstacles to overcome but nevertheless we have 
persisted and Trinity Serves.  
  
 
Trinity Looks Forward  
  
Everything we have been able to accomplish with God’s help this year will continue to grow. This past year we 
engaged our mission anew in ways most of us could not have dreamed a few years ago. I am proud of what you 
have accomplished and very excited to see what will be. We will continue to enhance and expand our ministries 
through 2021 and beyond. I am certain that Trinity will emerge from the pandemic era stronger and more fit to the 
service of the Kingdom than ever before. You all give me hope!  
  
This year we will return to full worship with all of its ancient and musical beauty. It is no longer a matter of if, only 
of when. I hope it is soon. In anticipation of that, in the coming weeks we will begin the process of finding our new 
church musician. I am very hopeful and filled with joy at the thought of having my chief liturgical partner in place 
and sharing our ministry partnership with you. More to come!  
  
Members of Trinity, Wardens, Officers, Vestry and Staff of Trinity, I give thank with my whole heart in this 
assembly of the upright, in this congregation. I give thanks for all you have accomplished in an incredibly difficult 
year. I give thanks for the sacred trust that the search committee and the vestry place in me by calling me here. And 
I give thanks for the three years of steady guidance and service that our outgoing vestry members: Cynthia 
O’Malley, D’Arcy Carr, and Larry Pulice have provided to us. Seeing a parish through transition is never easy and 
their term covered a particularly tumultuous time. As they step away to focus on other ministries, another class will 
succeed them in their tremendous example. I will ask for your prayerful support of their successors and for your 
consideration of how to honor their example through your own involvement. I am excited about our future as a 
parish, this legendary embassy of God’s kingdom.   
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In just five years, 2026, we will celebrate the tricentennial of the consecration of our beloved historic church 
building. This year I will ask the vestry to consider and appoint a strategic visioning committee to prepare Trinity to 
celebrate this enormous milestone with a jubilee year of educational events and observances, as well as to assure 
Trinity is prepared structurally and financially for her next three centuries. A significant part of this work is already 
well underway thanks to the tireless efforts of Elaine Burress and the Trinity Serves Campaign Committee. The 
building and renewal of Honyman hall is a crucial step and assurance for our bright future. I give thanks for their 
work and commitment to our strong future. 324 years ago, our founders set forth the tremendous gift of a parish 
for us, for THE Rhode Island, and for the world. In the coming years let us honor that commitment with our own 
as we build for Trinity’s future, together and in great hope.  
  
I have thought a lot about “Hope” since arriving in Rhode Island. A few days ago, I realized anew that Hope is 
Rhode Island’s motto and creed. I guess I did not pay it much attention when I first arrived. But for some reason a 
state flag flying in the wind caught my eye. The solid anchor that holds firm, and the motto of “HOPE” below, as if 
its foundation… Together they seem to me to be an apt description of the people and the place I have joined this 
year… and especially of the parish that has called me as its 31st rector. Trinity is the firm anchor for the community 
it has served for 323 years. Her image can be found everywhere, as can her spirit. We have been a towering beacon 
of HOPE to Newport and Rhode Island for centuries.  
  
And we are only getting started. 
 
The Rev. Canon Timothy J. Watt, Rector 
 
 
  



 Trinity Church Annual Report 2020 P a g e  | 15 

 
Junior Warden’s Report 
 

**Challenging ~ chal.leng.ing ~ testing ~ demanding ~ provocative …..   
 

That’s the word I’d choose to frame 2020, for this summary, this time. Because I think we can all agree,  

we’ve been riddled with new and “challenging” issues, which could or did challenge our collective concept of 

how ….why …. when ….. we worship ……  As we all remember, we began the year with great optimism and 

purpose. Soon we began to hear about a “Pandemic” and by mid-March were forced to hang a sign on the doors 

and limit traffic to essential only. With some help from some of our tech savvy parish members, our spiritual 

leaders at the time …..Bishop Jim & Fr Alan soldiered forward and seemingly without a hitch, began 

broadcasting two and three services and/or messages each week……. And suddenly, we (Tatiana & I), found 

ourselves pouring over CDC compliance directives and canvassing for decontamination / cleaning services.  

 We welcomed Fr. Tim in July, and thankfully he had/has an even greater depth of understanding and 

experiences regarding “Streaming” and the like. So that in terms of the equipment and the capacity to deliver 

services virtually, we’ve stepped up measurably, thanks in no small part to Fr. Tim. This “Pandemic Time” has 

really demanded deep thinking and practical planning, but to date I’m happy to say, we’re still looking pretty 

good, in spite of these very challenging circumstances.   
 

Overall, it’s been moderately busy, this past year, in spite of the inconveniences and interruptions caused by the 

“Pandemic”. We’ve finished out a few projects (eg. Chapel Sconce repairs, Sprinkler Compressor replacement, 

Fountain painting, pump repair and cleanup) and continue with our general campus grounds cleanup, that was 

initiated this past fall. We’ve also done some much needed overhead tree trimming around the fountain and 

completed significant and necessary upgrades to the church’s WIFI, Audiovisual systems and capabilities.   

The current “blanket” plan is to maintain the very practical pace we’ve established and ultimately cure all issues 

of failure and / or disrepair, in a reasonable and timely fashion. “Shout Out” and “Thanx” are extended to 

Tatiana, Cassandra, and Fr. Tim, as well as the Finance Committee, for all the support and encouragements, that 

have helped me stay focused and “on mission”.     

 

I encourage each of you to stay tuned in, and reach out to me …… Fr. Tim, Tatiana and/or members of the 

Vestry, if you have suggestions or concerns regarding the Trinity campus. Right now the thumbnail of our 

“Common Repairs” list reads as follows: Campus Electrical Service relocation, Honyman Moisture and 

Dampness problem, Chapel Lighting and Chandelier care, Honyman Interior Painting, Campus Landscaping 

and Slab Cleanup work, Honyman Exterior Painting, Archiving, Campus Security Systems additions and 

upgrades, and Honyman Kitchen Upgrades, to name the most popular few …….   

Finally, it’s fitting and necessary at this time to once again acknowledge and thank; Tatiana, Fr. Tim, The 

Finance Committee, fellow Vestry members, and our administrative team (Cassandra & Brian) for all your help, 

participation and support.    

~~ keep the faith my friends ~~  
 
Respectfully,  
Wayne R. Porter, Junior Warden 
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Report  of the Nominat ing Committee  
 

 

The following slate of nominations for Vestry and Dioceses delegates for 2021 is submitted for consideration at the 
Annual Meeting of the Corporation on January 31, 2021: 

 
 

Slate of Officers, Vestry, and Diocesan Delegates 
 
 

Officers 
Senior Warden: Tatiana Schweibenz 

Junior Warden: Wayne Porter 
Clerk: Karen Nash 

Treasurer: Fred Green 
Assistant Treasurer: Jim Burress 

 
 

Vestry 
Class of 2022 

One Year of Eligibility 

Norris Commodore 
Polly Meadows 
Diane Myers 

Class of 2023 
Two Years of Eligibility 

Ellen Patterson 
Joan Bartram 

Candy Gilmartin 

Class of 2024 
Three Years of Eligibility 

Phoebe Livingston-Lopez 
Steve Messere 

John Smith 
 
 

Diocesan Delegates 
Delegates to Diocesan Convention 

Norris Commodore and Diane Myers, and Tatiana Schweibenz 
 

 

Nominating Committee for this Slate 
D’Arcy Carr, Cynthia O’Malley, Larry Pulice, Toni Green,  
Tatiana Schweibenz, and The Rev. Canon Timothy Watt 
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Trini ty  Serves :  A Community  Campaign  
 
 
 

In January the design committee introduced revised renderings of the new building prepared by the 
collaborative team 2-Hands and Herkworks and the parish and greater community were generally delighted with the 
new design.  

 

Fundraising began in earnest in February and stopped abruptly in March with the arrival of COVID-19 and 
a diocesan recommendation to pause capital campaigns in light of economic uncertainly.  

 

Fundraising was resumed in July with the arrival of the new rector.  Messaging was sharpened to stress the 
importance of the new building to the health of the parish.  

 

As we contemplate contemporary needs of individuals in Newport looking for spiritual growth and 
confronting pressing challenges, we know that we must focus on expanding our services to the community by:  

 

• Expanding our programs for children and families  
• Expanding our community meal offerings  
• Expanding our ability to offer support to those both suffering from recent loss and 
celebrating life milestones  
• Making our spaces accessible for differently-abled persons  
• Working with the Newport Community School to provide individuals the training and 
education needed to support a more vibrant economic climate in Newport   
 

We do not have the space that we need to do these things.   
  

Trinity is developing a centrally located, flexible space.  The new space will provide for a wide range of 
ministries and will house the adult education programs offered by Newport Community School.    
 

The new building will include   
• a commercial kitchen,   
• a large gathering space,   
• accessible offices,   
• meeting space  
• classroom spaces.   

 

It will mean:  
 

• An expansion of our meal program.  Right now the kitchen is so limited that we have few menu 
options that we can offer the number of guests that we host.    
• An expansion of our Sunday School, Nursery School and youth programs.  Now we have no 
suitable space for other than a “one room school house” for Christian education.  As our children are 
now entering the primary grades, we need to offer classes at different levels of sophistication.     
• Support for those seeking to enter or re-enter the workforce with meaningful skills to secure 
sustainable wage employment through our collaboration with Newport Community School.  NCS serves 
over 800 adults each year with skills leading to more lucrative employment and meaningful jobs.  During 
the pandemic, the school is actively working with the state and local employers to train and place 
unemployed Newporters in CNA and Homemaker positions.    
•  Meeting space for receptions after funerals, communal parish meals, occasional concerts, receptions 
after baptisms or weddings.  
• Handicapped accessibility so that everyone can meet with clergy in comfort and privacy.  
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In December, a generous parishioner issued a challenge to church membership and friends to match 
$75,000 in donations and pledges for space for children and youth and the kitchen.  As a result of this challenge, 
the campaign raised:  $153,090 which combined with the $75,000 match and fundraising results from earlier in 
the year totaled $322,090.  

  
I’d like to publicly acknowledge the team of volunteers and staff who worked in various ways to make these 

gains possible:  
 

Jim Burress  
Norris Commodore  
Cassandra Dias  
Kim Doherty  
Kim Ficaro  
Fred Green  
Toni Green  
Dennis Kredtzchmar  
Debby Lengyel  
Anne Livingston  
Jeff Moniz  
Chris Myers  
Diane Myers  
Brian O’Malley  
Cynthia O’Malley  
Kaity Ryan  
Tatiana Schweibenz  
Diana Slocum  
Phil Wilson  

 
 

 
Elaine Burress, Chair 
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Overview of Trinity Serves Finances 
12/31/20 
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Propert ies  Commiss ion  
 
 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
 

See Jr. Warden’s Report 
 
 
 
 

Outreach Commiss ion  
 
Community Meal  
 

In March 2020, our Community Meal team quickly pivoted to provide dinner-to-go on the first, fourth, and fifth 
Monday of the month (30 days in total in 2021).  Not willing to forgo our reputation as the most delicious dinner 
on the Community Meal train, we packed every to-go-meal with a hot dinner, fruit, dessert, candy, and water.   
We were also delighted to provide meals to the TLC team for delivery to homebound parishioners as needed. Many 
of our volunteers were unable to serve Community Meal due to quarantine restrictions, but they volunteered in 
other ways by bringing desserts, fruit or water, or by pre-cooking meals alone in the kitchen for others to serve later.  
While we missed the camaraderie of the kitchen, the digital camaraderie kept our spirits and energy high.  That said, 
we are looking forward to returning to serving dinner in Honyman Hall when safe to do so, hopefully in 2021.  
 
D’Arcy Carr, Chair 
 
 
 
 
Sharing our Space 
 

We believe that offering our centrally-located facilities to the wider community is an important part of our 
engagement and service in Newport, allowing us to fulfill in real and tangible ways Jesus’ commandment to love our 
neighbor. In 2020, we were not able to have our doors open for very long and had limited capacity.  
This significantly reduced the amount of space we were able to offer and additionally, had many events being 
cancelled. 
 
During our partial closing, we were still able to host our friends in Alcoholics Anonymous and allow Newport 
Community School to rent out the Hawes Room for the month of July for their Summer School program. The 
students were able to socially distance themselves at their desks and play outside on our grounds. Even with the 
masks on, it was a beautiful sight to see children with high spirits, especially during such stressful time.  
 
We are looking forward to a day when our doors are wide open again and we can host all of our neighbors and 
friends throughout Aquidneck Island. 
 
Cassandra Dias, Parish Administrator 
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Stewardship  Commiss ion  
 

2020, not a year many of us will remember fondly. We faced so many challenges; as a parish, it was a year that we 
needed to be together in person and yet for the most part, we could not. It was a time when we welcomed a new 
Rector and yet could not share the true Trinity embrace. And yet, I believe we have weathered this time well and 
have in many ways become stronger.  
  
From the stewardship perspective, more volunteers came forward to help with the committee- D’Arcy Carr,  
Terry Commodore and Jim Burress. Fr Tim was involved at every step and guided us with his wisdom. The parish 
stepped forward with their generosity. Many increased their pledge. The slight downturn in pledge dollars can be 
attributed to those who have left the parish due to a move or sadly, death. Because we were unable to gather in the 
parish, it was a difficult year to welcome new families and new pledges. And yet, we did have new pledging families.  
 
Here are the numbers as of 1/21/21  

• 93 families have made a pledge  
• $247,988 has been pledged  
• 33 families increased their pledge ($10,713)  
• 45 families kept their pledge even with LY  
• 8 families pledged this year that did not pledge LY  

 
 
History  
 
2020 had 128 pledges for $286,981  
2019 had 105 pledges for $217,430  
2018 had 110 pledges for $226,652  
2017 had 126 pledges for $274,583  
2016 had 146 pledges for $263,982  
2015 had 144 pledges for $266,534  
2014 had 145 pledges for $271,962  
 
With all the challenges of the past year, Trinity continues to hold strong. We are blessed with loyal, generous 
pledging families year after year. The hope of the stewardship committee is to increase the number of families that 
pledge to return to the levels of a few years ago, exceeding 145 families.    
  
The strength of the Stewardship campaign allows the parish to grow our ministries, care for our clergy and staff and 
maintain our beautiful, historic campus. If you have not made a pledge for the current year, I urge you to share your 
gifts from God; it is never too late. TrinityNewport.org/stewardship  
  
On behalf of the 2021 Stewardship Committee, I thank you for your support and generosity. We look forward to 
worshiping together in 2021.  
 

Thank you, 
 

Geer Isdale, Chair 
  

http://trinitynewport.org/stewardship
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Christ ian Format ion Ministr ies  
 
Sunday School 
 

Sunday stories had a quiet year due to the pandemic.  We were able to host two events this year, a small kids 
Koinonia event on the church lawn in October.  The kids enjoyed a story and lesson from Fr. Tim followed by the 
opportunity to get to know him by asking questions, while enjoying a snack and taking home a pumpkin from the 
pumpkin patch.  Our second event was a virtual Christmas pageant that we hope to share with the parish during a 
coffee hour once we can all be together again.  We are looking forward to creating new ways for our children’s 
ministry to continue both virtually and in person in 2021. 
 
Tatiana Schweibenz and Joanna Davis, Co-Chairs 
 

 

Bible Study 
 

The Trinity Men’s Bible Study continued in 2020 in its usual manner.  In April we began using zoom when in 

person meetings were discontinued.  We discovered that zoom meeting enabled long distance participation.   

By spring, we completed our study of the life of David.  David was our longest single focus, nearly three years.   

The Robert Alter commentary and others were well received by our members.  We then longed for a simpler 

shorter New Testament book and began the Letter of James.  James is only five chapters; the text is crisp and 

challenging and we enjoyed six months of study.  We then began our second study of the Gospel of John.   
 

Ten years ago, the men’s group began with John, and we felt it was time to return, and begin again.  We enjoy slow, 

self-led, self-paced study.  We’re now ten weeks into John, and we’re approaching the end of the first chapter.  So 

there’s still time to join us, and not feel far behind.  We are using Bishop N T Wright’s, “John for Everyone,” 

commentary, but supplement this with other sources.  Our members now join us by zoom from Portugal, Boston, 

Cape Cod, Florida, Portsmouth, and Newport!  We didn’t plan this, but find it works well.  We take turns leading 

the group, usually providing the lead for about four weeks, and passing to whoever is prepared to go next.  We find 

the group study is deeply spiritual and valued by all who participate.  Our meetings begin with prayer, and end in 

prayer.  We practice listening, and welcome innovation.  We welcome new members.  Why don’t you come and see 

for yourself?  Please contact John Gilmartin at 401.848.2351.  Thank you. 
 
John Gilmartin, Chair 
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Virtual Book Club 
 

One of the several ideas to encourage fellowship among the congregation of Trinity Church during the period of 
restrictions caused by the pandemic was to create a reading group by Zoom.  We have been meeting every other 
week to discuss our chosen book.  Books that we have read are: 
 

• A Gentleman in Moscow, by Amor Towles 

• The Secret Sharer, by Joseph Conrad 

• One Summer, America, 1927, by Bill Bryson 

• The Book of Joy, by The Dalai Lama and Desmund Tutu 

• All the Light We Cannot See, by Anthon Doere 

• Circe, by Madeleine Miller 

• The Paris Wife, by Paula McMcLain 

• This is Happiness, by Niall Williams 

• Carneigie’s Maid, by Marie Benedict 

• Hammet, by Maggie O’Farrell 
 

We are currently reading How the Scots Invented the Modern World, by Arthur Herman.  As you can see, it is quite 
a varied list of topics, and we have had some wonderful and insightful discussions about each book. Regularly 
attending members have been Pat Blakely, Elaine Burress, Andy Dwyer, Anne Glenn, Larry Glenn, Frankie Hutton, 
Ellen Patterson, Tatania Schweibenz, and Rob Walker.  Last week, Linda Strahan joined us.  If you would like to 
join the group, or if you see that we are reading a book of interest to you, you are most welcome to join us.   
Contact Anne Glenn (annedglenn@gmail.com or 516-242-4187) or Cassandra Dias in the office for details. 
 
Anne Glenn, Coordinator 
 
 

Evangel i sm and Communicat ions  Commiss ion  
 
Greeters 
 

As all of you may be aware, Greeting did not look like it was supposed to this past year. Greeting became especially 
difficult during our short-lived time of socially distanced, in-person Sunday services, when we realized how many 
would not be safe at the forefront of our church tower. In order to keep up with Rhode Island protocols, we were 
required to take attendance as well as assign seating.  This was to ensure that we were able to keep a history of those 
who were in close proximity, in case of any contamination. Sunday greeting tasks became standing behind a card 
table, checking folks in off of an RSVP list, maintaining the attendance under 60 persons, and ensuring that 
everyone was assigned a pew at least 6 feet apart. After the first few Sundays this check-in process became very 
easy, and even enjoyable.  I was able to see all of your smiling faces, even if your smiles were covered.  

 
On more than one occasion, a few of you helped when my administrative duties called me away.  I would like to 
thank those of you who jumped right in: Debby Lengyel, Elaine Burress, Diane Myers, Tatiana Schweibenz and so 
many others.  
 
Cassandra Dias, Greeters Coordinator 
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Communications 
 

Constant Contact E-Blasts 
Communication was very important throughout the year of 2020.  As many of us were isolated in our homes with 
no means of connectivity besides digitally. In March we prepared ourselves to be working from home, when our 
systems weren’t necessarily designed to allow for it. During this time we focused on using our Constant Contact 
marketing email system and sent out multiple e-blasts a week. These e-blasts included daily meditations alternating 
between Bishop Jim and Fr. Alan, and video links for services at The Washington National Cathedral. Additionally, 
TLC coordinated with the Vestry and created a weekly calling list to check in on the many parishioners stuck home, 
living alone, or ill, and a monthly calling list for our entire directory. 

 
Upgraded to Cloud  
May of 2020 we finally became web based. We transferred our entire operating system into the cloud as well as 
receiving access to Microsoft Office 365 suite.  This allowed us to see our emails from virtually anywhere on any 
device and connected us to our virtual storage and share items with the click of a button. Many thanks to Steve 
Messere for stepping in when needed as a guide into the virtual world. 

 
Directory List Overhaul 
In June 2020 we had a dedicated group that collected all of the Vestry and TLC notes for those in our Directory.  
We met virtually and worked through each name on our list. We corrected, updated, or removed information as 
necessary.  We also updated our Realm categories to include more folks into the “Friends of Trinity” category if 
they are no longer considered a Newcomer or Member, but are still local. This major directory system update could 
not have happened without the due diligence of Pam Alexander, Diane Myers, and Elaine Burress.  

 
New Rector, New System 
When Fr. Tim started in July of 2020, his first major project was to get us live online. What started out as an iPhone 
on a tripod soon expanded into a full audio-visual system that used multiple iPhone cameras and microphones. This 
significant upgrade helped us reach the homes of all our parishioners, and more new faces that we were not 
expecting. Our Sunday service videos now reach anywhere from 150 to 500+ homes.   

 
Website Maintenance - www.TrinityNewport.org 
This past year a lot of digital links have come and gone from Sunday to Sunday. This has been possible by having 
our Trinity website as a main and constant platform that is up to date and monitored. With Jan Gordon’s guidance, 
we kept everything on our website that was relevant and a priority.  This included items such as RSVP links for 
limited services, Facebook Live video links, COVID-19 protocols for Trinity Campus, and our favorite corner 
“This is us”.  The featured stories of our unique parishioners that changed monthly/quarterly kept us continually 
learning about each other. We’ve updated our Wedding at Trinity section that includes new processes with our new 
Rector.  We are also happy to have Cynthia O’Malley as the new Wedding Coordinator and point of contact. Elaine 
Burress has continued to maintain the Capital Campaign side of our site and now features buttons for “Giving”, 
“Pledging”, and viewing our “Renderings”. We hope that you will check out these new features, and look forward 
to additional changes as our online presence grows. 
 
 
Cassandra Dias, Parish Administrator 
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Parish Life  Commiss ion  
 

Trinity Loving Community (TLC) and Prayer Shawl Group (PSG)  
 
Family is not defined by genes.  TLC, even during a pandemic, has for 12 years met the needs of “our family 
members of Trinity Church.”  A lay-based pastoral care group, TLC works with The Rev. Tim Watt, the clergy 
liaison.  Our ministry of dedicated volunteers, makes monthly phone calls, prepares, and delivers occasional meals, 
along with Community Meals (CM), makes grocery and pharmaceutical runs and sends cards to recognize 
parishioners’ various life events.  
 
Because of the pandemic, our services have been somewhat curtailed since March.  Unfortunately, COVID-19 has 
kept us from providing rides and making home visits.  BUT, we continue to be active.  I am so proud of the corps 
of volunteers who ensure that TLC and PSG remain vital ministries.  
 
Our mission remains intact:  letting all parishioners know they are not forgotten during difficult personal times, 
whether temporary or chronic.    If you have a concern about a friend or relative, please call Fr. Tim at 846.0660 or 
Pam Alexander 401.835.6103.  Personal needs will be dealt with compassion and kept confidential.   
 
Prayer Shawl Group (PSG) suspended in-person, bi-monthly meetings in March due to the virus.   Bring on the 
vaccines so we can once again gather to enjoy laughs, good conversation and fellowship!  Several prayer shawls and 
Baptismal blankets were gifted to those who were in need of spiritual embrace.  The ladies continue to share their 
love by creating in the warmth of their own homes.  
 
The following numbers reflect our level of activity in 2020:  34 visits, 11 of them with Communion; 188 phone calls; 
276 greeting cards sent; delivered 124 homemade meals or those from Community Meal; 32 rides, 11 prayer shawls 
were gifted and 40 altar flower deliveries.  
 
What to expect in 2021? 

• Return to our full range of services 
• Reconvene our PSG sessions 
• Continue our partnership with CM and the Altar Society 
• Invite and welcome those of you who would like to join TLC.  You may simply select one or more 
of the ways to embrace our fellow parishioners in need.  Kindly contact 

Pam Alexander with any questions ( 401.835.6103  or  rkalexander1@cox.net ) 
 
 
Faithfully submitted,  
Pam Alexander, TLC Facilitator  
  
 
  

mailto:rkalexander1@cox.net
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Pumpkin Patch 
 

We did it!!!  Through all of the obstacles of last year we pulled it off!  It was a huge success because of all of you!  

Thank you!  This year had a lot of rules and regulations to follow and I think we did amazing.  I can't thank all of 
the volunteers from our parish, Salve, Rogers, Seaman's Church, Martin Luther King Center and Newport 

Community School.  We were at times overwhelmed with volunteers, but everyone was respectful of each other and 

we got the job done.  The baked goods flew off the Patch which was surprising to all of us under the circumstances 

so thank you to all the bakers!  Pumpkin Chili was also a big hit, we also sold all the Pumpkin Butter this year, thank 

you Charlotte Johnson!   I can't thank Debby Lengyel and Ellen Paterson enough for helping to organize the event 

and for Rising for helping with the Music again this year!  This was so important this year due to the Pandemic to 

have some sense of normalcy for the community.  Thank you, Fr. Tim, for supporting your first Patch as well!  
Hope to have all of you even more involved next year! 
 

We have surpassed $40,000 in donations to Martin Luther King Center, Seaman's Church Institute, Salve, Roger's, 

our Soup Kitchen, Rising and a Honduras School.  This year our donations were a little smaller but the energy and 

hope that we instilled are worth far more.  We hope to have a whole committee next year!  Here is what we are 

praying for so if you think you would like to fill a slot please get in touch with Diane, Debby, or Ellen.  We are 

looking for someone to lead each of these teams!  Lead Coordinator, Weekend Coordinator, Volunteers, Baking, 

Delivery/Setup, Clean up/Pumpkin donations, Music, food, and drinks!  I would love to see one person in charge 

of each of these positions!  This would be a team of about ten people and would lighten the load for everyone.  
Each position is pretty easy as most of you know Deb and I and Ellen did them all this past year and in years past 

Deb and I did them all.  Let's make it a team effort and Deb and I would love to stay involved just not by 

ourselves!  It's a lot of fun and we hope to start meeting via ZOOM in the next few months. 
 

We look forward to working to make this year the best ever!  The sky is the limit!  Stay healthy and we hope to see 
you in Church later this year! 
 

Blessings, 
Diane Myers, Debby Lengyel, and Ellen Patterson, Co-Chairs 
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Blessing of the Animals 
 

As one of the very few events that we were able to have, this one brought all the waggling tails! It was a beautiful 
Sunday out on the Trinity lawn, with so many Trinitarians and their furry loved ones. We celebrated St. Francis of 
Asissi with a beautiful and short prayer service, thankful for all animals that walk this earth. Then, each pet was lined 
up, 6 feet apart, to receive their own personal blessing. One pup must have really felt the Holy Spirit as he began to 
roll over at Fr. Tim’s feet! It was a wonderful day had by all. 
 

For the first time, we were able to expand this event and partner up marketing with Potter’s League for Animals, 
Middletown, and treats provided by Wag Nation, Newport. Goodie bags were given out with treats, toys, and 
information packets about our new friends. We hope to continue growing this wonderful event and spread God’s 
love through St. Francis’ eyes. 
 

Cassandra Dias, Coordinator 
 
 
Strawberry Festival 
 

The June 2020 Trinity Strawberry Festival had to be cancelled due to the Covid pandemic. But we remain hopeful 
that with a successful vaccine campaign and decreasing cases, we might be able to resume this one day outside 
community event this year.  
 
To refresh your memory, the 2019 Strawberry Fest occurred on a gloriously sunny mid-June day and was well 
attended by Trinity parishioners and Newport community members alike on our lovely Queen Anne Square 
campus. The energetic team of Trinity volunteers served 750 Strawberry Shortcakes topped with Chantilly Whipped 
Cream, 400 cups of fresh squeezed Lemonade, sold many quarts of fresh local strawberries, and enjoyed the music 
of a variety of talented local musicians! Trinity netted $ 3,100 for this 1 day event. 
So let's hope and pray that this beloved Trinity fun(d)raising tradition can return this Spring! 
 
Ellen Patterson and Kay Winston, Co-Chairs 
 
 
 
Silver Tea 
 

For the first time in many years, the Hawes Room was empty on the first Saturday in December 2020.  Trinity’s 
annual “Silver Tea”, our contribution to the “Christmas in Newport” event calendar, was sadly cancelled due to the 
pandemic.  
  
Now that a vaccine is becoming more readily available, it is our hope that our craft group will be able to re-start, 
perhaps in the late spring, to begin readying our wares.  
  
With hopes for a brighter 2021, we will look forward to Saturday, December 4, 2021!  Save the date!  
 
Chris Pimentel, and Debby Lengyel 
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Guiding Program 
 

Due to the pandemic and closing of the church for services and tour groups of any size, the Guiding Ministry 

did not conduct any church tours after Christmas 2019. 
 

In April, we were devastated when we lost one of our most fun and energetic guides and fellow parishioner, 

Tillie Thompson, to COVID-19. Bless her soul. 
 

Besides church tours, the guiding ministry shepherds the sale of the paperback Volume I of John Hattendorf’s 

sold-out book Semper Eadem: A History of Trinity Church in Newport, 1698-2000. Net sales from Amazon.com 

totaled $167.97 in 2020. 
 

Volume II, which we hoped to publish in 2020, should now be published this summer. We anticipate this 

volume being a genealogical gold mine, since it contains the original appendixes on memorials and pew owners, 

plus a new appendix listing historic and current clergy. The largest section on our graveyard is being updated 

with maps by Rob Wilson, with inscriptions from the 1900 manuscript “Ye Grave Stones in Trinity Church 

Yard” by Jonas Bergner (reprinted with permission of the Redwood Library) and with photos that are being 

gathered from the RI Historical Cemeteries database, along with new historical information on the inhabitants 

as well as the craftsmanship of those who carved the stones. Using his wealth of knowledge, Lew Keen of the 

RI Historical Cemeteries Commission has offered to assist us in developing a narrative and script for future 

churchyard tours. 
 

Taking it on the internet road, Harle Tinney is developing a PowerPoint presentation to use for Zoom type 

group meeting tours. 
 

Finally, Charlotte Johnson has been representing Trinity Church at monthly meetings of the Washington-

Rochambeau National Historic Trail group that is planning events for the Nation’s 250th Anniversary leading 

up to 2026, when our tours will be going gangbusters. In the fall of 2020, we received funding support from the 

National Park Service to clean Admiral de Ternay’s gravestone, which is already listed on the Washington-

Rochambeau trail, plus funds to remove the overgrown yew tree that caused one stone to break and others to 

develop a coating of difficult-to-remove organic debris. The National Park Service is also pursuing funding to 

dedicate two grave markers in memory of the two French soldiers listed by John Hattendorf in Semper Eadem 

who were buried in unmarked graves in 1780. 
 

Our faithful guides are looking forward to the 2021 tour season in whatever form it takes. At the very least we 

can plan to offer outdoor tours of the churchyard and sales of Volume II of Semper Eadem. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Charlotte Johnson & Harle Tinney 
Tour Guide Mission Coordinators 
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Koinonia Events 
 

Not a surprise, COVID had a big effect on Koinonia this year. We began the year in stride coming off a very active 
2019. There were a few winter events that were filled to capacity. With March came the shut down of all social 
events due to the pandemic.   
 
As summer arrived and social events were permitted once again (with strict regulations), the Hospitality Committee 
for the new rector suggested the Koinonia events to welcome Fr. Tim Watt. We had a variety of events over the 
summer and into early fall which provided the opportunity for Tim and Tanya to meet many of the Trinity family.  
 
When COVID regulations eliminated social events again in the mid fall, parties stopped. 
 
Once again, Koinonia proved to be a fabulous opportunity for the Trinity family to be together and to welcome Fr. 
Tim. We look forward to resuming during safer times.  
 
Geer Isdale, Committee Chair 
 

 
 
 

Worship  Commiss ion  
 
Worship Servers 
 
For the worship server team, 2020 headed into unknown territory within its first weeks. A swift succession of 
changes affected the Eucharistic ministers who assist the priest in preparing the feast. A large bottle of hand 
sanitizer appeared under the floral arrangements, ready to be deployed before preparing and administering the 
Eucharist. Then we stopped serving the Eucharist at the altar rail; instead, there were two standing stations, each 
with a priest and a chalicist. Next, the wine was eliminated until further notice. Meanwhile, the usual two-person 
reader team of lector and intercessor got merged into a single all-purpose reader, as it remains to this day. 
 
And then – lockdown.  
 
All of us, altar servers and lectors alike, were out of our jobs. 
 
Our tech-savvy new Rector, Father Tim, on-boarded at just the right time. He shepherded us into the new world of 
live-streaming, so Trinity was able to offer Sunday services via our Facebook page, with limited live attendance 
when permitted. While the altar servers are still on furlough, the readers are getting a workout during Morning 
Prayer, reading all of the day’s scriptures, including the Gospel, followed by the Prayers of the People.  
 
In the midst of all this, the lector team grew by one; it’s a pleasure to welcome Andrea Restrepo to the Clerk’s Desk 
– thank you! And heartfelt thanks to all of the readers who have stepped up to the microphone this past year: Joan 
Bartram, Michael Bowley, Terry Commodore, Christopher and Diane Myers, “Ten-O’Clock” Bob Smith, Harle 
Tinney, and Rob Walker. You’re the best! 
 
Forging our way into the misty future, the team will stay flexible and adapt to changing conditions. On the wish list: 
figuring out how to live-stream from home in the event of another lockdown.  
 
Be in peace,  
 
Karen Marsteller Nash, Coordinator of Worship Servers 
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Altar Society 
 
Trinity Church Altar Society is a group of women who work quietly behind the scenes to prepare the church for 
worship.  We currently have eighteen members who are divided into 4 teams.  There is a team for each Sunday of 
the month and their duties begin on Saturday and continue to the following Friday.  Any service (Eucharist, 
wedding, funeral, memorial service, etc.) that takes place during this time period is the responsibility of that team.  
Fifth Sunday duties are covered on a rotating basis with each team taking a turn once a year.  
 
The Altar Society prepares the church for worship at the direction of the clergy.  The work is a thank-offering of 
time and talent, a ministry of love undertaken in the name of Christ.  The work is highly specialized and of deep 
spiritual significance. Normally, members would prepare all the elements necessary for worship, set the altar table, 
wash and mend linens, polish silver, arrange flowers, clean the altar area, and perform a variety of other tasks too 
numerous to list.  And, under normal circumstances, the Altar Society would deliver altar flowers, Easter plants and 
poinsettias to shut-ins, the sick, the bereaved, and those celebrating special occasions. However, due to the 
restrictions in place because of the pandemic, our work in 2020 was significantly curtailed. Following covid 
protocols, only several services actually took place in the church building. The limited work of the Altar Society was 
performed by those members who felt comfortable and safe in doing so.    
 
The Altar Society annually receives $300 from the church’s operating budget to cover some expenses. Monies 
received through donations at Easter and Christmas and donations for altar flowers fund the purchase of flowers, 
wine, wafers, candles, linens, cleaning supplies, etc. Donations were limited this year, but with so few in-church 
services, our expenses were limited as well.   In 2020 the Altar Society contributed $1,000 to help finance the 
church’s enhanced ability to live stream church services.  In addition, we purchased four cottas to replace several 
that were well-worn.  
The Altar Society looks forward to 2021 and a return to performing our sacred lay tasks. We welcome interested 
members to join us.  
 
Faithfully submitted,  
 
Mary Sinnott, Directress 
 
 

 
 
 

Music Program 
 
See Rector’s Report  
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2020 At –  A –  Glance  
 

January 
Christmas on Historic Hill: Lessons & Carols 
Twelfth Night Party hosted in Honyman Hall 
All Parish Annual Meeting 
Design Committee Shares Plans 
Funerals/Memorials:  
 
 

February 
Hymnology 101 
Woman’s bathroom restored by parishioners 
Consortium of Endowed Episcopal Parishes (CEEP) Annual Conference in Louisville, KY 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
Deaths: 

• Izabella Walker 
Funerals/Memorials: 

• William Briggs, Jr. 
 
 

March 
Trinity suspended Sunday services due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Trinity staff started working remotely 
Virtual Koinonia Parties begin 
Virtual Book Club is founded 
Elaine Burress hosts online yoga class 
Deaths: 

• Fran Sherman 
 

April 
Trinity’s 31st Rector is announced 
Spring Cleaning for Trinity’s Campus 
Deaths: 

• Tillie Thompson 

• Anna Friend 
 
 

May 
Updated Trinity’s IT system, all staff working with full remote access 
Community Meal receives $1,000 grant from Charities NOW. 
Deaths: 

• Virginia (Ginny) Long 

 
June 
Updated Realm with directory team 
Social Distance gardening around Trinity Campus 
Surprise Zoom Party for Bp. Jim and Fr. Alan 
Say farewell to Bp. Jim and Fr. Alan with a car parade 
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July 
Trinity welcomes its 31st Rector, The Rev. Canon Timothy J. Watt 
Small Koinonia Gatherings to welcome Fr. Tim and Mo. Tanya 
Sunday Morning Prayer returns with limited seating and RSVP registration 
NCS joins our campus for their summer enrichment program 
Added standing sanitization stations into the Historic Church 
Koinonia Gatherings: 

• Geer and Dooie Isdale 

• Kim and John Ficaro 

• Jan and Jeff Gordon 

• Elaine and Jim Burress 

• Mary de Pinho 
Deaths: 

• Luther Birdzell, Jr.  
 
 

August 
Funeral/Deaths: 

• Winston Palmer Smith 

• Col. John Hatch, Jr. (Ret) 
Koinonia Gatherings: 

• Ellen and Jim Patterson 
 
 

September 
Eucharist Resumes on Sunday Morning Services 
Koinonia Gathering: 

• John and Kate Smith 
 
 

October 
Blessing of the Animals 
Koinonia for Kids out on the Trinity lawn 
Pumpkin Patch 
 
 

November 
Sunday Services suspended to online only due to COVID-19 numbers 
Upgrade to Audio and Visual Equipment for online streaming completed 
We Remember: All Saints’ Sunday 
Yew Tree removal complete 
The vestry goes to school (at Newport Community School) 
Share your holiday traditions: videos collected for Sunday School children 
 
 

December 
Faith Formation: Chronological Bible Challenge begins 
Christmas Day at Trinity –  
      a virtual celebration with St. John’s and Emmanuel’s parishes 
Twelve days of Tower Lightings 
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Leadership 2020 
 

Clergy & Staff 
 

The Rev. Canon Timothy J. Watt, Rector 
revwatt@trinitynewport.org 
 
Cassandra Dias, Parish Administrator 
cdias@trinitynewport.org 
 
Brian O’Malley, Financial Consultant 
bomalley@trinitynewport.org 
 
 

Officers 
 

Tatiana Schweibenz, Senior Warden 
Wayne Porter, Junior Warden 
Fred Green, Treasurer 
Jim Burress, Assistant Treasurer 
Karen Nash, Clerk 
 
 

Vestry 
 

Class of 2021 
D’arcy Carr 
Larry Pulice 

Cynthia O’Malley  
 

Class of 2022 
Norris Commodore 

Melissa Quinn 
Diane Myers 

 

Class of 2023 
Joan Bartram 

Candy Gilmartin 
Ellen Patterson 

 
 
 

 
One Queen Anne Square 

Newport, RI 02840 
(401) 846-0660 

 

www.trinitynewport.org | Find us on Facebook & Instagram 


